With these criticisms, to which must be added an undue number of large photographs of simple equipment such as a plastic three-way tap on page 28 and a disposable plastic syringe on page 90, this book contains almost everything useful for the anxsthetist embarking upon the anmsthetic management of a patient undergoing surgery in the first month of life. complicated. There are so many points to cover and to discuss that any review must be long and technical. Consequently the reader gets a recurrent feeling that he would do better referring to original articles, especially those classics in which large series of patients have been carefully analysed. This criticism does not apply to Dr Engel's own chapter on Muscle Biopsy or to the brief but practical summaries of physical and orthopmdic treatment by Dr Fried and Dr Thomas Gucker.
In the general orthopedic section there is a good account of a lateral approach to the front of the cervical spine posterior to the carotid sheath; multiple (7-12!) pin fixation of slipped upper femoral epiphyses; a review of the results of intertrochanteric osteotomy for osteoarthritis of the hip, in which the authors suggest that the beneficial biological changes are due to increased vascularity. Other articles include a short review of surgical treatment of hand deformity, a case history of a patient with paraplegia due to congenital kyphosis, who made an eventual satisfactory recovery after cord decompression, and a discussion of limb overgrowth in children suffering from hvmophilia. He had to search many libraries in several countries, and pore over numerous old manuscripts to obtain his facts. In the introduction he describes his main sources which were respectively treatises written by a general practitioner, by a court physician and by an army surgeon. A preliminary chapter gives a short history of the Safavid dynasty of twelve monarchs of whom Shah Abbas was the most famous. Then come chapters on the education of a surgeon, anatomy, surgical specialities, surgical technique, and major surgery. Finally a brief account of the transition to modern practice is given and a bibliography appended.
The book is full of out-of-the-way information, interesting case-reports, and amusing and sometimes gruesome anecdotes. We are given the quotation from Ibn Ul-Nafis (d.1288) in which he clearly describes the pulmonary circulation (p 28). On page 48 the treatment of wounds by sugar and salt recalls the vogue of hypertonic salt solution during World War I. Pages [55] [56] [57] [58] [59] contain descriptions of the methods used to produce analgesia and anaesthesia for surgical purposes. We are even given the main constituents of 'an incense which could put to sleep all the members of an assembly'. Modern pharmacologists might find something to interest them in this chapter. 
